Evangelizing: Becoming Prophets in Our Own Home

PRAYER

This is a pretty scary thought. Me, a prophet? You, a prophet? Too quickly, we tell
ourselves and we speak of ourselves in words such as: “I’m not really that religious. I don’t know
enough, how could I be prophet?” For some reason, being “religious”, being “holy”, even being a
good Catholic Christian seems to take us into another form of life. It does not seem to allow for
being “ordinary”.

“God of our life, there are days when the burdens we carry chafe our shoulders and weigh
us down; When the road seems dreary and endless, the skies gray and threatening;
When our lives have no music in them, and our hearts are lonely, and our souls have lost
their courage. Flood the path with light, turn our eyes to where the skies are full of
promise; Tune our hearts to brave music; give us the sense of comradeship with heroes
and saints of every age; And so quicken our spirits that we may be able to encourage the
souls of all who journey with us on the road of life, to your honor and glory.”

Jesus ran into this attitude and view of himself as he came to his own hometown. His relatives and
friends could not see him as a prophet. He was too well-known, even too much like them. It seems
he was too “ordinary” for them. As the Gospel writer Mark tells it people were upset that he taught
among them like a prophet. They recognized him as one of them, so how could he be a prophet: “Is
not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and
are not his sisters here with us?” (Mark 6:3)
A Prophet is really someone who speaks God’s word, God’s plan in the time and world in which the
prophet lives. That is also the role of the evangelizer – to share Gospel in the time and world in
which we live. To effectively share the Good News in the world, it is important for us to grow in our
own awareness of the Christian message and how it impacts us personally. That is, as we
evangelize, we ourselves need to be constantly evangelized.
Faith is a maturing experience. The faith we had has children is not what we need as adults. Thus
as missionary disciples of Jesus we have a life-long call to learn more about the message and mission
of Jesus, so that we can share effectively. In The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis recognized this
need we have to be formed in our faith continuously (especially as adult). He commented: “All of us
are called to mature in our work as evangelizers. We want to have better training, a deepening of
love and a clearer witness to the Gospel. In this sense, we ought to let other be constantly
evangelizing us. But that does not mean that we should postpone the evangelizing mission, each of
us should find ways to communicate Jesus wherever we are.” (121)
The aim, the hope in revitalizing our parishes is to build communities of all ages, marked by active
faith that expresses God’s unconditional love and compassion for all. Such communities will form
and nurture missionary disciples ready to be the “face of Jesus” in all the ordinary experiences of
life.

~ Fr. Jennings

~Saint Augustine

WELCOME TO OUR MASS!
At one time, I wrote a reflection on the importance of three key elements needed for a
successful parish: “Music,” “Preaching,” and “Hospitality.” This is the ‘tripod’ that the
whole parish sits on. If one of these is ‘weak’ or ‘missing’ then that parish will collapse. As
well, with the mergers and closures of some communities people will be looking for a
parish to join. The coming months afford us an opportunity to put our ‘best foot forward.’
We will be doing extensive work in hospitality. A special welcome to anyone who is with
us either on vacation or perhaps searching for a new community to join. Hopefully
someone showed you hospitality and welcomed you here today!!!!
~Fr. David
SANCTUARY LIGHT FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 15TH IN MEMORY OF ERNIE MELANSON
SANCTUARY LIGHT FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 22ND IN MEMORY OF SARAH DANEFF

NEW OFFICE HOURS
Monday: St. Matthew’s: 9 am to 4 pm
Wednesday: St. Rose: 9 am to 4 pm
Tuesday: St. Matthew’s: 9 am to 4 pm
Thursday: St. Rose: 9 am to 4 pm
Office Number - 738-2320
Office Number - 653-6850
Friday: both offices closed

MASSES
**PLEASE NOTE THE BULLETIN & THE NEW FREEMAN ARE FOR 2 WEEKS**
Jul 17, 2018
Jul 18, 2018
Jul 19, 2018
Jul 21, 2018
Jul 21, 2018

Tues
Wed
Thurs
Sat
Sat

St. Matthew
St. Augustine
St. Rose
St. Rose
St. Augustine

7:00pm
9:00am
12:05pm
4:00pm
5:30pm

Jul 22, 2018

Sun

St. Rose

9:00am

Jul 22, 2018

Sun

St. Matthew

11:00am

Jul 24, 2018
Jul 25, 2018
Jul 26, 2018

Tues
Wed
Thurs

St. Matthew
St. Augustine
St. Rose

7:00pm
9:00am
12:05pm

Jul 28, 2018

Sat

St. Rose

4:00pm

Jul 28, 2018

Sat

St. Augustine

5:30pm

Jul 29, 2018

Sun

St. Rose

9:00am

Jul 29, 2018

Sun

St. Matthew

11:00am

NO MASS
NO MASS
NO MASS
Albert & Rosalie Melanson
Stewart Callaghan
Annie Palmer
Mary MacKinnon
George Lloyd
NO MASS
NO MASS
NO MASS
Blanche Hanlon & DFM
Ida Manderson
Norman LeBlanc
Margaret Robichaud
LeRoy Hughson
Stephane Cormier

Chase the Ace Friday evenings at St. Matthew’s Hall – please come and support the Knights of
Columbus Council 9176 & the Canadian Cancer Society – tickets go on sale from 6pm – 7:45pm
with the winning ticket being drawn at 8pm. The holder of the winning ticket must be present on
Friday at 8pm to claim their winnings and cut the deck and try for the Ace of Spades! JACKPOT IS
OVER $7,000.00 & 18 CARDS LEFT!!!!!

15th & 16 th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Rose of Lima – Jul 15 & 22, 2018
“When we serve the poor and the sick we serve Jesus…St. Rose of Lima”

Transition Committee Members
Name
Fr. David Martin
Mark Palmer
Patti Blake
Angela & Sarah Butler
Eleanor Austin
Susan Nicol
Barb Tracey-Larocque
Stephen Parker
Kenneth Fury
Sue Ogden
Paul Riley
Alex Butler
Kim McCormick

Number
506-738-2320
506-635-5742
506-738-8264
506-672-2097
506-757-8418
506-738-2947
506-674-1668
506-757-8571
506-738-0984
506-738-3150
506-738-2810
506-672-2097
506-653-7410

Email
stmath@nb.sympatico.ca
markj@nbnet.nb.ca
pattiblake07@outlook.com
apbutler@nb.sympatico.ca
eleanor.a.austin@gmail.com
susannicol2016@gmail.com
larooknb@gmail.com
parker@nbnet.nb.ca
kennethfury@gmail.com
sue-ogden@hotmail.com
rileypar@nb.sympatico.ca
zyuchi123@gmail.com
bubbaloo@nb.sympatico.ca

St. Rose Prayer Shawl Ministry

Meets every 2nd Tuesday during the summer months. The
next session will be Tuesday, July 17, 2018 @11am. Call Cecelia Dechamps 696-8963 for more info.

St Rose Soup Program – Meets every 2nd Monday to prepare soup for Avenue B (formerly
known as Aids Saint John). Monday July 16, 2018 is the next soup preparation.
Call Helen LeBlanc for more information – 506-674-1548
Collection – Jul 07 & Jul 08, 2018
Regular – $2,122.00 Loose - $392.00 PAD - $426.70 Out Reach - $40.00
Thank you for your generosity!

Baptisms and Marriages: Call the Office at 653-6850 for appointments. Baptisms will be held on
the FIRST WEEKEND of the month. Please call the office (653-6850) in advance to make
reservations.
Confessions: The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available
Rev. David Martin Phone: (506) 653-6850 Fax: (506) 653-6865
Mailing Address: 541 Milford Rd. Saint John, NB E2M 4R5
Email: strosesj@nb.aibn.com Website: http://www.saintroseoflima.ca

